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DETAILED ACTION 

1. This communication is in response to applicant's claims election dated 
2/21/2006. Applicant has elected claims 1-4, without traverse. 

Claim Objections 

2. Claim 4 is objected to because of the following informalities: the word "gut" 
should be changed to "but". Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

. 3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 1-3 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Gifford U.S. Patent 6,400,285 in view of Karasik et al. U.S. Patent 5,824,978. 

Regarding claims 1-3, Gifford teaches a keyboard having a plurality of keys 
(abstract) that upon being pressed past a selection threshold generate a keystroke for 
entry into the current application, wherein the improvement comprises: 

means of sensing intermediate key pressure (column 1, lines 50-56); and 

programming in the application for generating feedback as to which key is 
subject to the intermediate pressure (paragraph bridging columns 4-5). 
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Even though, Gifford teaches generating a signal if the pressure exceeds a 
threshold, not sensing intermediate pressure, which is less than that required to 
generate a selection; however, one skilled in the art would recognize that the pressure 
generated when a key is pressed is either higher or lower than a predetermined 
threshold; and it would have been obvious to one skilled in the art to provide generating 
a feedback when a sensed pressure which is less than that required to generate a 
selection. 

Furthermore, Gifford does not specifically teach the capability wherein the user 
can change hand positioning to find the desired key before entering a keystroke. 

Karasik et aL, in the same field of endeavor, teaches a keyboard, wherein.the 
user can change hand positioning to find the desired key before entering a keystroke 
(See Figures 1-3; when the middle contacts are touched, a first value is generated; 
when more pressure is applied, the side contacts are touched, a second value is 
generated). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one skilled in the art at the time the 
invention was made to provide the capability wherein the user can change hand 
positioning to find the desired key before entering a keystroke, to the keyboard 
disclosed by Gifford, as evidenced by Karasik et al., in order to generated a desired key 
depending on how much pressure is applied to a key. 
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5. Claim 4 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Gifford 
U.S. Patent 6,400,285 in view of Karasik et al. U.S. Patent 5,824,978 and in further view 
ofWaldman U.S. Patent 5,311,175. 

Regarding claim 4, Gifford in view of Karasik et al. teaches a keyboard as 
claimed in claim 4, except wherein if the pre-selected key is pressed, a normal 
keystroke is registered, but if released, the preselection feedback disappears as well, or 
is replaced by the user preselecting another key by applying an intermediate level of 
pressure. 

Waldman, in the same field of endeavor, teaches a keyboard, which includes 
wherein if the pre-selected key is pressed, a normal keystroke is registered, but if 
released, the preselection feedback disappears as well, or is replaced by the user 
preselecting another key by applying an intermediate level of pressure (See figure 7 and 
column 8). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one skilled in the art at the time the 
invention was made to provide registering a keystroke when a pre-selected key is 
pressed and the preselection feedback of said press disappears when said key is 
released, to the keyboard disclosed by Gifford in view of Karasik et al., as evidenced by 
Waldman, generate/release a feedback when a key is pressed. 
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Conclusion 



6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Hung Q. Dang whose telephone number is (571) 
272-3069. The examiner can normally be reached on 9:30AM-6PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Michael Horabik can be reached on (571) 272-3068. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Hung Q. Dang 



3/20/2006 
H.D. 





MICHAEL HORABIK 
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